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" In view of the large quantity involved, I felt that it would be
too elaborate to try to decompose the nitro-glycerine or dynamite
by chemical means. I therefore decided to destroy it by burning
and, after making a few experiments, I had a number of incinerators
built on a deserted heath, and threw the dynamite or nitro-
glycerine into them when they were burning brightly. I took the
precaution of sending my men away after they had brought out of
the shaft the stuff that was to be destroyed on any particular day,
and then saw to the burning of it myself, I had to take the
crusted nitro-glycerine out of the boxes with bare hands, actually
having to scratch it out, and the close contact with nitro-glycerine
produced the usual physical reaction, so that I suffered from
almost intolerable headaches, which made it almost impossible
for me to complete my task. After ascertaining by an experi-
ment that crystallised nitro-glycerine, on being struck with a
hammer on an anvil, exploded only after being first liquefied by
the blow, I proceed to empty the contents of the cases, i.e., dyna-
mite and nitro-glycerine, with a coal shovel, and then to transfer
them to the incinerators. Violent explosions did occasionally
occur, and they burst several incinerators, but I was not hurt, and
after having completed my task, which I succeeded in doing
without any accident, I received a letter of appreciation from the
Minister of the Interior.

" This task had aroused my keen interest in dynamite, and I
proceeded to make enquiries regarding its production and its sale.
The Era Mines in Saxony were at that time still of considerable
importance and required a large amount of dynamite. Apart
from a few factories making black powder there were at that time
no works manufacturing explosives in Saxony, a fact which led me
to decide to build a dynamite factory in the heart of the moun-
tainous part of Saxony, a decision which was all the more congenial
to me since I had recently become engaged and wished to make
myself financially independent.
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